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vy Residents Win Rare Victory
But re-write of code could send all back to square one

Before a crowd of more than 250 citizens, the Albemarle Planning Commis-
sion voted to deny Faulconer Construction three site plan waiversin a public
hearing at the County Building on Feb. 4. Citing reasons such as overdevel op-
ment and code-ordained aesthetics, as well as concerns about the presence of
explosives close to two schools, the commission surprised other county offi-
cials and planning experts with its decision.

However, commissioners also

granted a deferral to Faulconer, giving 8
the company an opportunity to return o B _:
with a site plan absent of waivers. g =3 *.,“
Immediately following the hearing, [3 - ,j;!' \
Albemarle County Community Rela- L ek
tions Manager Lee Catlin told The e ! fla rugpeny
Whistle that Faulconer had two options. W
It could submit an amended site plan, Wi _.9“1':5-’“""---5___ | bl
absent of critical slope, curvilinear - -] M I e,
parking and one-way drive waivers. Or e Berhd i S
it could start the entire site approval ziﬁf =y
process all over again. |'-"_'] ___:_._f_-;:_-,--{-[' bl

But less than 24 hours after the e g :1:1 prad
commission’s decision, the Board of W T Thlke) iy
Supervisors approved a revised Section i ;Ij":}’ i

18 of the county’s zoning code, regard-
ing parking. When asked by The

County sketch of 1975 shows rural buffer
(in gray). lvy residents say it was illegally

Whistle about the impact of the new rezoned as light industry in 1980.
ordinance on Faulconer’s site plan, Faulconer’s site plan shows most of its
Catlin e-mailed, “The new parking facility would be built in that strip of land.

ordinance does not require waivers for

curvilinear parking and one-way circulation. Instead, these design elements are
alowed by right, provided that the applicable design requirements in the
ordinance are satisfied. We currently are reviewing the Faulconer site plan
submittal with regard to the new ordinance to seeif the applicable requirements
have been satisfied.”

Asto the timing of the ordinance's passage, Catlin wrote, “ The new parking
ordinance is consistent with recommendations of the Development Areas
Initiative Committee (DISC) and the Neighborhood Model...Since April 2002,
the new parking ordinance has been the topic of a‘Focused Discussion’ with
the community and was considered by both the Planning Commission and the
Board of Supervisors during work sessions and public hearings.”

see Square One, page 4
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Classifieds

For Sale
Stationary Exercise Bicycle-Schwinn
Personal Trainer 105, upright bike
with strap resistance flywheel.
Electronic controls for time, speed,
distance, odometer, calories. Excel-
lent condition $200 ($400 new).
Contact Laura, 823-1665.

For just $1 per line, you can sell that
piece of—ahem—art or whatever is
keeping you or your spouse from
parking the car in the garage. Call
The WHISTLE at 434-823-6030.

M eetings, from page 3

setting. Comment sheets will
aso be available to provide written
comments that will be forwarded to
both the Board of Supervisorsand
Planning Commission prior to the
joint meeting on March 26.

On Wednesday, M arch 26,
2003, at 6:00 p.m., the Albemarle
County Planning Commission and
Board of Supervisorswill hold a
joint meeting in the second floor
auditorium of the County Office
Building to discuss the proposed
Mountain Overlay District Ordi-
nance.

Information on both the Rural
Area Review and the Mountain
Overlay District will be posted to
the Albemarle County Web site at
www.albemarle.org.

If you have any questions or
comments regarding the above,
please do not hesitate to contact
Joan McDowell at 434-296-5823 or

by email at jmdowell @albemarle.org.

—LeeP. Catlin, Albemarle
County community relations man-
ager, lcatlin@albemarle.org, 434-
296-5841, 434- 296-5800 (fax).

CAVALIER

WINDOW CLEANING Ine.

Efficient = Dependable = Trusied

CALL US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(434) 823-1737

wniwcavalierwindowcleaning.com

Square One, from page 1

Christopher Hyland, vice presi-
dent of the vy Community Associa-
tion (ICA), said he asked the county
clerk for a copy of the revised
ordinance. The clerk told Hyland it
had not been printed, and a draft
was not available.

“Until the exact wording is
printed, we won't know if the new
ordinance appliesto everything in
the pipeline,” said Hyland. “There's
apossibility that the new ordinance
could be worse for them, because of
aclause regarding removal of soil.”

Hyland said his group is also
pursuing legal means to stop
Faulconer from moving into lvy. On
Aug. 18, the ICA will face
Faulconer and the county in County
Circuit Court. On April 14, attor-
neys for the ICA, Faulconer and the
county will argue—in apre-trial
conference—the broadness of
presentation. Frank Buck, Hyland's
attorney, will request Judge Paul
Peatross hear issues of safety,
traffic, and environment with regard
to the definitions of light and heavy
industry. Rick Carter (Faulconer)

and Larry Davis (Albemarle
County) will seek to limit the court’s
consideration of light vs. heavy
industry, exclusive of any other
factors.

Hyland said his group might seek
crimina charges against the county
for its 1980 general rezoning of a
crucial strip of rural land. He said
the county’s action violated state
law.

Hyland said the ICA would also
utilize affidavits swearing that Civil-
War-era gravesites of Ivy’sAfrican -
American population exist on
Faulconer’s parcel of the business
park.

Faulconer isamajor construction
corporation operating in five states.
It wants to move its heavy equip-
ment and maintenance/repair
facilities from Charlottesville to vy
Business Park. The company’s site
plan indicates significant grading
and paving of almost 27 acres, much
of which isforested. vy residents
are worried about the company’s
impact on nearby schools, traffic
and the local water supply.



